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“People come in and they 
talk. They’re excited about 
what’s happening. They just 
speak their minds and say, 
‘Yeah, I voted for Obama once, 
but now I’m Republican.’ ” 

Former GOP 
c h a i r m a n 
David Arre-
dondo agreed 
Tr u m p  w a s 
vital to the 
success of the 
local  par ty, 
w h i c h  h a s 
made inroads 
in traditionally 
Democratic County offices. 

Republicans now hold all 
three county commissioners’ 
seats, the recorder’s office and 
the coroner’s post. 

“In 2016 is where we started 
to see the shift in Lorain 
County,” he said. “Because 
of Trump and his politics, 
blue-collar workers in Lorain 
County began voting Republi-
can.” 

Board of Election data show 
in 2016 Republicans took 
the lead in party affiliations, 
46,000 versus 41,300 declared 
Democrats. 

But by 2020, Democrats 
were back on top. 

Since then, the pendulum 
has swung back. 

“After this year’s primary, 
Republicans in Lorain County 
have 37,000 versus 28,000 
Democrats,” Arredondo said. 

Asked about the significance 
that more than 70 percent of 
the county’s total 221,000 reg-
istered voters are not affiliated 
with either party, he said that 
doesn’t accurately reflect vot-
ers’ attitudes because in Ohio 
the only way to declare a party 
affiliation is to vote in a parti-
san primary. 

“Clearly a lot of those inde-
pendent voters are voting 
Republican,” he said. “Just look 
at our state offices.” 

Republicans have held every 
statewide executive post — 
governor and lieutenant gover-
nor, attorney general, secretary 
of state, auditor and treasurer 
— since 2010. 

Arredondo, who led the 
county party from 2020 until 
April, said he was confident 
GOP dominance statewide 
would continue to fuel GOP 
success in local races in next 
month’s election.

Not surpris-
ingly, Sharon 
Sweda, head 
of the Lorain 
County Dem-
ocratic Party, 
i s  e q u a l l y 
confident of 
her  party’s 
performance 
on Nov. 5 — 

especially with Vice President 
Kamala Harris at the top of the 
ticket. 

Sweda said Harris “has 
emerged” as a stronger candi-
date than President Joe Biden 

for several reasons. 
“Kamala Harris has the abil-

ity to really relate better with 
younger voters,” Sweda said. 
“She has the advantage of hav-
ing more youth, more energy. 
There’s an excitement that sur-
rounds her.” 

Sweda said Harris can offer 
change to voters unhappy with 
the Biden administration 
because, as vice president, 
she didn’t set policy. 

“I’ve been vice president 
on a lot of committees and 
boards and I’m going to tell 
you, vice president is the 
backup,” Sweda said. “They 
are not the policymaker; they 
don’t lead the ship.” 

Sweda said Harris “has 
a greater awareness that we 
have economic issues,” point-
ing out that she has promised 
to restore the COVID-19-era 
$3,600 increase in the Child 
Tax Credit and proposed a 
$6,000 credit for families with 
newborns. 

Harris also wants a $25,000 
tax credit for first-time home 
buyers. 

Sweda said Harris has the 
advantage on a key social 
issue: abortion. 

“She will defend women’s 
rights,” Sweda said. “I think 
women feel safer, they feel 
more protected with her posi-
tions.” 

Sweda cited last year’s land-
slide passage of a state consti-
tutional amendment to ensure 
access to abortion and other 
forms of reproductive health 
care as evidence of the impor-
tance of the issue to Ohio vot-
ers. 

Lorain County voters 
approved the amendment by a 
63-37 percent margin. 

“We exceeded the state 
average of 57 percent,” for the 
amendment, she said.  

Sweda acknowledged the 
loss of much of Lorain Coun-
ty’s manufacturing workforce 
has hurt her party. 

“We had U.S. Steel, we had 
Ford Motor Co., we had Gen-
eral Motors, we had the ship-
yards,” she said “And those 
workers are predominantly 
union-supportive workers who 
rely on the values of the Demo-
cratic Party.” 

Winning back some of those 
traditional Democrats who 
now vote Republican will be a 
hard sell. 

“I was in grad school when 
Trump first came on the scene 
in 2016,” said a 32-year-old 
Lorain native who asked not 
to be identified. “He spoke to 
the disenfranchised individ-
ual, the little guy that had been 
forgotten. 

“That’s what I grew up 
around — hard working, mid-
dle-class, blue-collar people. 
Those folks seem to have been 
forgotten.” 

The son of biracial parents, 
he grew up in a Democratic 
household and as a teenager 
worked for Obama’s first cam-
paign. 

“I went door-to-door for 
him in 2008, but I couldn’t vote 

then,” he said. 
He said he was disappointed 

by Obama’s first term and 
planned to vote for Republican 
Mitt Romney in 2012. 

He changed his mind after 
a video was leaked of Romney 
speaking at a private fund-
raiser. 

In the video, Romney char-
acterized the estimated 47 per-
cent of Americans who don’t 
earn enough to pay federal 
income tax as people “who 
believe that they are victims, 
who believe the government 
has a responsibility to care for 
them, who believe that they are 
entitled to health care, to food, 
to housing, to you-name-it. 

“My job is not to worry about 
those people,” Romney said. 
“I’ll never convince them they 
should take personal responsi-
bility and care for their lives.” 

That video cost the man’s 
vote. 

“I wanted to vote for Rom-
ney in 2012,” he said. “But 
Romney completely lost me 
with the comment about the 
47 percent.” 

The man said he voted 
for Trump in 2016 and was 
impressed by his four years in 
the White House. 

The man, who earned a 
master’s in business adminis-
tration and works in the field 
of finance, credited Trump’s 
tax cuts with stimulating the 
economy. 

“We had record low unem-
ployment, particularly for 
minorities, growing wages, 
housing affordability, stable 
prices,” he said. “The last four 
years have been the complete 
opposite of that, which is why I 
will still vote for him this year.” 

While praising Trump’s pol-
icies, the man said he’d rather 
the Republicans had someone 
else running for president. 

“In the primary I voted for 
Nikki Haley,” the former South 
Carolina governor, he said. 

He pointed to Trump’s pen-
chant for name-calling and 
abusive rhetoric. 

“Some of it was funny,” he 
said. “But it’s just gotten old.” 

He argued the Republicans 
would have a better shot at 

winning the presidency this 
year “if there would have been 
someone at the top of the ticket 
that just was less divisive.” 

John Russo, former co-direc-
tor of the Center for Working 
Class Studies at Youngstown 
State University, cautioned 
Democrats not to count on 
all voters being turned off by 
Trump’s vulgar and disparag-
ing language. 

Russo, now a visiting scholar 
at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C., cited the 
example of former U.S. Rep. 
James Traficant Jr., a Demo-
cratic who represented the 
economically ravaged con-
gressional district of Young-
town’s Mahoning Valley for 17 
years, from 1985 until 2002. 

Traficant’s politics and per-
sonality resembled Trump’s in 
several ways. Like Trump, he 
billed himself as an economic 
populist and defender of the 
working class and was known 
for his extreme rhetoric. 

Also like Trump, he was 
charged with crimes. He was 
expelled from the House after 

being convicted of 10 fel-

ony counts, including taking 

bribes, filing false tax returns, 

racketeering and forcing his 

congressional staff to perform 

work at his homes. 

Russo pointed out that 

despite those convictions, 

many of his supporters 

remained steadfast. 

“Jim Traficant represented 

the politics of resentment,” 

Russo said. “He was very popu-

lar and that support continued 

even after he went to jail.” 

While serving seven years 

in federal prison in 2002, Traf-

icant ran as an independent 

candidate for another term in 

the House. 

He garnered 28,045 votes — 

15 percent of the total cast. 

Staff writer Carissa Woytach 

contributed to this report. 

Contact David Knox at ctnews@

chroniclet.com.
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� is ad has been provided by Lorain County Right to Life, P.O. Box 207, Elyria, OH 44036 with the generous help of our Sponsors. 
For a complete list of Sponsors, visit https://loraincountyrighttolife.org.

We are dedicated to protecting life 
– Join us!

Visit https://LorainCountyRighttoLife.org
Follow us on Facebook/X

Or call us at 440-322-0076.

Every one of us began our lives as a single cell, smaller than a grain 
of sugar, but with all our traits already determined: boy or girl, eye 
color, hair color, and even our dimples!

Life is an Amazing Gi�  
20 weeks

It’s Time to Stop the Killing 
Abortion must be abolished. 

Abortion has no place in a civil society that cares for its most vulnerable members. Killing isn’t caring. 
Abortion pits a mother against the life of her child. We can end abortion AND care for both mother 
and child, even in di�  cult circumstances. 
If you’re pregnant and need help – you are not alone! To � nd a nearby pregnancy help center, 
visit https://optionline.org or https://birthright.org/ or call 1-800-712-4357. If you’ve been involved 
with abortion, hope and healing are available. Visit https://bethesdahouseofmercy.wordpress.com/ 
or call 800-482-4100

Abortion Kills
Abortion destroys life, killing a living, growing human child 

(see https://loraincountyrighttolife.org/what-is-abortion/). 
Surgical abortion rips a defenseless human child to pieces. Chemical abortion (also called “medication 
abortion” or “the abortion pill”) is a two-drug process. � e � rst pill (Mifepristone or RU-486) deprives 
a baby of the nutrients he or she needs. � e baby then dies inside their mother. � e second pill 
(Misoprostol or Cytotec) causes uterine contractions that expel the baby. (If you’ve taken the � rst 
abortion pill, it may not be too late to save your pregnancy – see https://abortionpillreversal.com/ 
or call 1-877-558-0333.)

Each of us, from the very beginning, is fully human and fully alive; unique and unrepeatable. Each one 
of us is valuable beyond measure and is endowed with rights, speci� cally because God has poured His 
creative genius into making each of us. In God’s plan, a husband and wife are given the awesome privi-
lege of co-creating, with God, a brand new human life. We can rejoice that, from the very beginning of 
our lives, we are wonderfully made to know and to love God and each other.

By day 21, our hearts were circulating our own blood. 

At 40 days, our brain waves could be detected.

By 8 weeks, every organ was present, 
and our liver and kidneys were functioning.

At 4 months, we could suck our thumb, 
turn somersaults, and we could feel pain. 

From that point forward, we have simply grown up!

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
OF FORTHCOMING PUBLICATION 

OF DELINQUENT TAX LIST 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the County Auditor of Lorain County, Ohio as 
required by Section 5721.03 of the Revised Code of Ohio, the Delinquent 
Land Tax List will be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
Lorain County. 

This list will contain the names of owners of all lands upon which the real 
estate taxes, assessments, recoupment charges, penalties and interest, or 
either, remain unpaid at the August 2024 tax settlement, and still remain 
unpaid.

An interest charge will accrue on accounts remaining unpaid after the last 
day of November 2024 unless the taxpayer enters a written Delinquent 
Contract to pay such taxes in installments.

Installment payments may be made in accordance with a written 
Delinquent Contract with the Lorain County Treasurer.

Installment payments WILL NOT prevent the publication of the balance of 
unpaid taxes, assessments, recoupment charges, penalties and interest.

PREVENTION OF PUBLICATION
Payment of taxes, assessments, recoupment charges, interest and 
penalties, IN FULL, if made no later than the 25th day of October, 2024 
will eliminate those land owners names from publication.

J. CRAIG SNODGRASS 

SUNBELT MOTORS

BEAT THE INTEREST!

SHORT TERM LOAN
$2000 DOWN

AND $350/MO.
GUARANTEED
FINANCING

WE BUY VINTAGE 
CARS & 

MOTORCYCLES

8300 Leavitt Rd. (RT 58)
1/2 Mi. N. of RT 113 Amherst

(440) 986-4664
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